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J\tl r than fifty. ar ha pa sed since C. P. Snow gave the Rede 
tur in th us at Can1bridge University. It was May 

1 · wh l h air d hi worry that the n1ajority of his colleagues 

in th hum.1niti , ,,� ·· cientifically illiterate and the majority of 

his 11 a ·u s wh '\:\ scienti ts were disinterested in literature. 

that t, ultur s had emerged and were less and 

und · tand ach other. By way of graphic illustra­

that 'enti ts would struggle to read a Charles 

I and n1 t hun1anities professors would be unable 

to stat th s nd lav, f th modynamics. "So the great edifice 

up he declared, "and the majority of the 

tern , orld have about as much insight 
in it as their n lithi · tor would have had." 

n w � s ) trainin · a scienti t, who turned his hand to 

,uiting n , els xemplif 'no· that rare breed of person who at­

t mpts t straddl b th ultur · s. In 1962, Cambridge professor 

f liten1tur . R. a 1 athin9'1) wrote of Snow's lack of abil-

it a a n , elist in an f · rt t rubbish his "two cultures" argu­

i\ a ritrhtlJ di mi sed as ad hominem. But 

If h 1 th remarkable rate of progress in sci-

a.r the ·ulf between these two cul­

ture ma ha, v id n d. n th ther hand, through the efforts 
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